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I have been asked to help you know & understand the man I knew as Richard 

Staab and the person who is emblematic of what the Staab Legacy award.  

 

Excellence 

Consistency 

Relational with patients, partners, peers.  

 

He was not political. He never used authority or power to influence others. He 

led by example. He was and had been a general internist and hospitalist for 

several years before he returned to UCLA County & MDAnderson for his 

fellowship in oncology. This was at the time the first generation of solid tumor 

oncologist, trained by the hematologist that had begun to demonstrate benefits 

of chemotherapy in leukemia and were applying these new tools to metastatic 

solid tumors. He loved being on the forefront of medicine and joined forces with 

three other early Tulsa Hematologists / Oncologists George Schnetzer, John 

Sexauer and Alan Keller to qualify as a community NCI approved provider for 

the Eastern Cooperative Oncology Program. He enrolled many patients in 

leukemia, breast, colon and lung trials. demonstrating that community programs 

could match NCI standards and outcomes.  

 

His cooperation with local allopathic physicians developed relationships that 

rounded out our small hospital staff with radiation oncologists and surgical sub 

specialists in Oncology and Gynecologic oncology.  

 

When the routine was for a PGY-1 intern to do the admit H&P. He said I wish to 

do my own H&P’s. He knew that was where he built the relationship that he 

needed and wanted with every patient, and he knew that his physical 

examination revealed findings that honed his differential diagnosis and 

treatment planning. He taught me how to feel not only peripheral nodes, but 

large pelvic and retro peritoneal nodes, enlarged spleens, livers and masses; all 

before the advent of US, CT and MRI.  

 



He loved medicine and read anything that he could find that was relevant to his 

practice and patients. He loved to read about an area of the world and then 

travel there. Month long travels started within a week of my arrival and 

continued annually. Always accompanied by his wife MaryAnn and often joined 

by his mother and children.  

 

Family was the only thing he loved more than medicine. When outpatient 

oncology became possible with improving antiemetics and potent antibiotics; I 

wanted to explore office based treatments. To qualify for Medicare 

reimbursement, we needed to schedule one of us to be physically present 

throughout each chemo infusion. I set up the schedule and when I presented it 

to him and he saw he was on every Wednesday. He said, “I’ll just quit”. 

Somehow, I had missed that his punctual lunch habits had included a weekly 

lunch with his then 90 year old mother and usually one or two of his daughters. 

Family was above everything. 

 

Obviously, I corrected my scheduling error. Soon thereafter our program merged 

with the independent oncology program affiliated with St. Francis and Hillcrest: 

Cancer Care Associates that has evolved into OCSRI: Oklahoma Cancer 

Specialists & Research Institute that has sponsored this luncheon award 

ceremony for many years.  

 

This last year his Wife Mary Ann Staab died. During his fellowship She had 

been a surgical scrub nurse for Dr. DeBakey at Methodist Medical center in 

Houston. They returned to Tulsa with their growing family. She served as his 

physician extender doing H&Ps, Bone Marrows and giving chemotherapy. She 

was a founding member of the Oklahoma chapter of the Oncology Nurse 

Society and the Registered Nurse Community Volunteers as well as many 

community boards. She developed treatment standards for his clinic and 

hospital protocols. They were a team that left their mark on our community.  

 

James Seebass tells me that he recruited Richard to come back from Houston 

and join him along with WW Stoever and Earnest Pickering as Osteopathic 

Internists. That four- some recruited David Hitzman to set the Standard of 

Excellence of the internists associated with our training program and our 

community hospital care. Thank you, Richard, for having mentored me and 

offering me to join a growing internal medicine group.  

 


